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*  While AD 33 is, in the author’s judgment, the most likely scenario, it should be acknowledged that many believe Jesus was 
crucified in the year AD 30. However, if the beginning of Tiberius’ reign (confirmed in history) is placed in the year AD 14, it is 
virtually impossible to accommodate fifteen years of Tiberius’ reign and three years of Jesus’ ministry between AD 14 and 30.  
 

Source: https://answersingenesis.org/jesus/crucifixion/placing-the-cross-in-history/ 
 

(Dr. Andreas Köstenberger is senior research professor at South-Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, North Carolina. He is the 
founder of Biblical Foundations (www.biblicalfoundations.org) and author of The Final Days of Jesus (with Justin Taylor, Crossway, 2014.)  

A reliable date of Jesus’ Crucifixion to hang a timeline on: 
Luke provides several rather precise historical details that  
help us set the key dates of Jesus’ life. This enables  
us to determine a possible date for the Crucifixion. 

April 3rd, AD 33* 

Creation Week = 7 Days 
World History = 7,000 Years 

“Declaring the end from the beginning” 
 Isaiah 46:10  
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Abraham Crucifixion Jesus Returns 2,000 years 2,000 years 2,000 years 

Age of Israel Age of Humanity Age of Gentiles Age of Kingdom 

Written on their Conscience  Age of the LAW Written in Stone Age of Grace Age of Messiah 

Justification has always been through FAITH, never by works Looking FORWARD to the Cross Looking BACK to the Cross 
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Near the end of day 6 / 6,000th year: 
 

 2026 - 7 year Tribulation before Jesus 
returns in 2033* (approximate dates) 

 Rapture - Jesus calls up the Church 
into the air and away from tribulation 

 First three & half years - first 6 Seals 

 Antichrist is made World Leader 

 Second three & half years, the Great 
Tribulation - The 7th Seal is Judgement 
containing 7 Trumpets & 7 Bowls of 
Wrath  

 Battle of Armageddon at end of 7 years 

 Satan bound & cast into the bottomless 
pit until the end of the millennium  

 2033* - Jesus returns to earth to reign 
for 1,000 years in peace (the 
Millennium) 

AD 14 AD 28 AD 29 AD 30 AD 31 AD 32 AD 33 

Ministry of John the Baptiser 

Ministry of Jesus - 3 years minimum (4 Passovers) 

Jesus’ Crucifixion 
APRIL 3, AD33 

1st Passover 
(John 2:13) 

2nd Passover 3rd Passover 
(John 6:4) 

4th Passover on 
14th day of Nisan 

(John 11:65) 

15th year of Tiberius’ reign 
Ministry of John the Baptiser 

begins (Luke 3:1-3) 

Tiberius 
begins reign 

AD 14 

Reign of Tiberius (Roman Emperor) 

“And I (the Lord) will establish My covenant between Me and you (Abraham) 
and your descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting 
covenant, to be God to you and your descendants after you.”  Genesis 17:7 
 

“For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery... that 
blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has 
come in.”  Romans 11:25 

Covenant of Promise Covenant of Creation Covenant of the Church Covenant of Peace 

Judgement Creation 

Day 1 
1,000 years 

Day 2 
1,000 years 

Day 3 
1,000 years 

Day 6 
1,000 years 

Day 4 
1,000 years 

Day 7 
1,000 years 

Day 5 
1,000 years 


